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*

unfortunate young man fell in with, a party of cossacks sent
forward by Bagration towards Strasburg. He was captured
before he could destroy the paper, and the inestimable
prize reached Bennigsen, after being read by Bagration,
on the 1st of February. Only one copy having been sent,
Bernadotte received no orders, and, therefore, stayed where
he was.

For Bennigsen, obviously, an early retreat was the only
possible course. He " had fallen headlong into the trap; his
attention was fixed on Bernadotte, whom he was pursuing.
He was rushing blindly on his destruction," * when his eyes
were suddenly opened by the captured despatch, whilst there
was still time to avoid the noose.t Yet he was unwilling
to seek safety in rapid retreat; moreover, he had, if possible,
to gain some time for Lestocq and Bagration to join him.
The former knew nothing of the French movement. The
latter had read the despatch to Bernadotte before forwarding
it, and acted on the information. On the 1st February, the
advance of the French right wing commenced by the move-
ment of Murat with the light cavalry, and of Soult's corps
on Passenheim, from which Dolgoruki was driven back on
AUenstein. Soult's light cavalry was sent to Mensguth to
safeguard the right.

Key reached Hohenstein the same day. Davout, from
Myszienec, sent Manilas with his light cavalry, 2 infantry
regiments, and 2 guns, to reconnoitre towards Johannesburg.
Gudtn's division was at Chorzel. Lefebvre was ordered to
pursue the Prussians, as they retired between Marienwerder
and Osterode, and to re-invest Grauden2,f

* Jomim, Vie de Napoleon, ii. 355.

t ** This intelligence, which ought not to have been unexpected, created
some surprise" (Wilson, p. 89),

} Hcepfner (iii. 198) observes that Napoleon seems to have overlooked the
fact that they could have retreated in safety on Danzig.

The garrison of Graudenz had been closely blockaded and driven into the
fortress on the 3.8th January (Bernadotte, Arch. Mist.).

They wer0 very short of supplies, and on the point of surrender, when
relieved, and their magazines replenished by Lestocq ( WiUon,